
















DECODING THE 
SECRET LANGUAGE 
OF WOLVES

Yellowstone’s wolves are speaking, 

and for the first time, we are 
learning to listen.

Together with our partners, the Colossal Foundation is pioneering 
a revolutionary new way to monitor and protect wolves through 
AI-powered bioacoustics. We deployed one of the world’s most 
advanced large-scale acoustic monitoring grids to transform 
Yellowstone into a living soundscape. This AI-enabled network of 
"digital ears" listens day and night, capturing and decoding thousands 
of individual wolf howls. This yields unprecedented insights into how 
wolves communicate, pack dynamics, population trends and behavior, 
and helps us detect threats in real time. We’re creating a blueprint to 
protect wolves and support coexistence with the human communities 
that share this landscape.
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Yellowstone  
Wolf Project

watch video
Gray Wolf (Canis lupus), Status: Least Concerned

https://youtu.be/-ECiIMZ2Ojo?si=z4J1ReipXqaQZ1fw








UNLOCKING THE 
HIDDEN LIVES OF 
ELEPHANTS

To save elephants,  
we must first understand them. 

Tracking elephant behavior traditionally requires invasive and 
costly methods, like close-range observation or physical 
collaring. We partnered with Save the Elephants to change this. By 
deploying a fleet of high-resolution, thermal-equipped drones 
paired with Colossal’s machine learning core, we created a passive 
tracking system to map elephant movements and behaviors from 
above.



Using Colossal’s AI models, we’re able to identify individual 
elephants, track movements and sleep patterns, recognize specific 
behaviors, and assess their health. 
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watch video

Image Credit: Save the Elephants 

African Elephant (Loxodonta africana), Status: Endangered

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xY_PC4G9jBY
















































ENGINEERING 
TOXIN-RESISTANT 
QUOLLS

Gene edits will soon protect 
Australia’s wildlife from 
invasive cane toads.

The Endangered northern quoll, a tiny marsupial native to Australia, is 
facing an ecological disaster due to cane toads. This invasive species 
was introduced to the ecosystem in 1935, and the lethal bufotoxin 
they secrete is decimating native predators like the northern quoll. 
The invasion is spreading rapidly, pushing the quoll and countless 
other native marsupials toward extinction.



Traditional conservation cannot stop this spread, so the Colossal 
Foundation and its partners are engineering a genetic solution by 
equipping the quoll with natural resistance to the deadly toxin. 
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watch video
Northern Quoll (Dasyurus hallucatus), Status: Endangered

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5_8ulDPHpg






SAVING 
AMPHIBIANS 
FROM THE DEADLY 
CHYTRID FUNGUS

We’re engineering immunity to 
the deadliest wildlife 
pandemic in history.


Chytridiomycosis is the most devastating disease threat ever 
recorded in vertebrates. It has driven the extinction of nearly 100 
amphibian species and imperiled more than 500 others. The 
Colossal Foundation has committed $3 million to fund a radical 
solution: engineering innate genetic immunity. In a groundbreaking 
approach, we are looking to nature for the answer, specifically, to 
the unique immune system of the alpaca.



Through nanobody engineering, antimicrobial peptide screening and 
transgene delivery in amphibian models, we’re creating the first 
comprehensive strategy to confer immunity against chytrid infections. 
The result: disease-resistant frogs capable of surviving in chytrid-
positive environments.
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watch video
Red-eyed Tree Frog (Agalychnis callidryas), Status: Least Concerned

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKzYa8clE7Q










RESTORING  
THE RED WOLF

Genetic rescue is the key to 
securing the red wolf’s future.

The American Red Wolf is the world's most endangered canid. Very 
few exist in the wild, and the roughly 300 under managed care are 
descended from just 12 individuals. This lack of genetic diversity 
leaves the species highly vulnerable to disease, inbreeding and 
extinction. 



The Colossal Foundation and its partners are pioneering a new form of 
genetic rescue by identifying and cloning "ghost wolves" from the 
American Gulf Coast. These unique canids carry the precious genomic 
legacy of the pre-extinction red wolf, preserving vital diversity that was 
thought to be lost forever. 
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watch video
Neka Kayda, the world’s first cloned red wolf (Canis rufus), Status: Critically Endangered

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukcmyvDf6wA
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THE SPECIES 
REINTRODUCTION FUND

Impact Report 2025 Colossal FoundationRewilding

To win the race against extinction, we must accelerate 
rewilding efforts globally. The Colossal Species 
Reintroduction Fund is the world’s first dedicated 
accelerator for wildlife recovery, committing at least 
$250,000 annually to advance every stage of rewilding, from 
genetic assessment and planning to release and long-term 
monitoring. Through both funding and technical collaboration, 
the Fund empowers partners worldwide to restore ecosystems, 
strengthen genetic diversity, and give threatened species a 
fighting chance to thrive again in the wild.

We’re accelerating 
rewilding worldwide.

Project Partner:
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First Cohort Partners:

Bolson Tortoise  
(Critically Endangered)

Black Lion Tamarin  
(Endangered)
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apply to the fund

California Condor  
(Critically Endangered)

Vietnam Pheasant  
(Critically Endangered)

Golden Skiffia  
(Extinct in the Wild)

Wampukrum Harlequin Frog  
(Not Formally Listed)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://colossalfoundation.org/project/speciesreintroductionfund/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1765904270428231&usg=AOvVaw2cBUriYxoRogfAAY_PUA5J




















REINTRODUCING 
ELEPHANT HERDS 
BACK TO THE WILD

We’re ensuring the survival 
of this keystone species.

Botswana is home to the world's largest elephant population, but 
human-wildlife conflict and environmental challenges leave 
calves orphaned and vulnerable. Without a herd, a baby elephant 
cannot survive.



Elephant Havens is the only elephant orphanage in Botswana. Located 
on the edge of the Okavango Delta, it is a sanctuary where abandoned 
calves are rescued, hand-reared, and prepared for their return to the 
wild. The Colossal Foundation has partnered with Elephant Havens to 
scale their operations, bringing cutting-edge veterinary care, 
infrastructure, and monitoring technology to this critical mission.
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watch video
African Elephant (Loxodonta africana), Status: Endangered 




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfQESle0MNU


















Impact Report 2025 Colossal Foundation

WE’RE JUST 
GETTING 
STARTED
The scale of the work ahead is enormous, but so is 
our capacity to meet it. This past year was one of 
scientific progress and organizational milestones, 
and our commitment to this work reflects our deep 
belief that biodiversity is the key to a healthier planet.



The Colossal Foundation’s story is still being written, 
and its next chapter will be defined by the collective 
courage to move fast, innovate and continue pushing 
beyond the boundaries of conventional conservation. 
Together with our partners, we can ensure a better 
future for life on Earth.


Learn More

https://colossalfoundation.org/



